Mechanism of action of a new toxin from gonyaulax tamarensis on nerve membranes.
The toxin from the dinoflagellate Gonyaulax tamarensis blocks nervous conduction through a selective inhibition of the mechanism whereby the membrane undergoes an increase in permeability to sodium ions. The effect is exerted only from outside of the nerve membrane. These effects are exactly the same as those exerted by tetrodotoxin or saxitoxin.